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Preamble: Christians often have pre-conceived ideas and theological assumptions when they approach a topical study in the Bible. Such ideas and presumptions are the result of personal study, denominational or theological biases, and/or our experiences. Perhaps it’s even impossible not to do so. Consequently the challenge for us, if we are to maintain a Biblical theology, is to objectively study the record of Scripture, without  reading our ideas and presumptions into them. 

Thus, if we are to understand how the Early Church made decisions, the most effective way to do so, is to survey every decision they made. Although the following study is not exhaustive (it contains only decisions as recorded in the Book of Acts), it does give us a window on the attitude towards, and process of, their decision making.

In addition, it is important that we understand the backdrop of the Early Church: they were an apostolic company that met every day for prayer, Bible study, worship and fellowship. They enjoyed a tremendous and unusual anointing from the Holy Spirit, gained by this constant communion with God and each other. You could say that they were constantly ‘baptized’(inundated/saturated) with the Holy Spirit. As a people, we don’t yet experience the same unity. As a result of this, the Early Church was perhaps more able to know the mind of Christ. This result could be ours as well.

Decisions Made

       Acts 1:21-26    

Decision to be made: The choosing of Judas Iscariot’s replacement among the 

                    Twelve.

Process:   1. The apostles understood that Judas’ replacement must meet certain criteria,   

                      namely, that that person had to have been with them from the beginning of 

                      Jesus’ ministry.

                 2. Two men were proposed from their ranks, who had met that criteria. In other 

                     words, they reasoned who would be possibilities.

                  3. They prayed, and asked the Lord to reveal His choice through the drawing  

                      of lots.

   Acts 6:1-6

Decision to be made: The choosing of Deacons.

Process:  1. The 12 Apostles gathered all the disciples together to explain the problem   

                     they faced (neglect of ministry priorities in order to address 

                     practical/logistical concerns)

                 2. The brethren were instructed to select seven men who met certain criteria, 

                     namely, those who were full of the Spirit and wisdom.

                 3. The brethren chose seven from their midst and presented their choices to the  

                     Apostles for ordination.

     Acts 10:44-48

Decision to be made:  Response to Cornelius’ house being filled with the Spirit.

Situation: All those who were hearing the Gospel at Cornelius’ household were 

                      overcome by the Holy Spirit, as evidenced by their speaking in tongues.

Process     1. Peter reasoned (concluded) that they should be baptized in water, since 

                       God’s sovereign sign of approval was upon them.

                   2. Peter ordered that they be baptized.

Acts 13: 1-4

Decision to be made:  Where Barnabas, Saul and John Mark should travel in ministry.

Process:     1. The Holy Spirit had given prophetic direction to the leaders at Antioch to 

                       specifically set apart Barnabas and Saul for His purposes.

                   2. Compliance with this revelation, with the laying on of hands, with fasting  

                       and prayer.

                   3. The two were “sent out” (led) by the Holy Spirit, and the company simply 

                        followed His leading.

Acts 14:23

Decision to be made: The appointment of Elders at Lystra and Derbe

Process:     Paul’s methodology of appointment of elders and deacons is outlined in I 

                  Tim3. It involves the screening of potential ordinands, in terms of character 

                   and witness. The assumption is that people of those areas put forth names of 

                   candidates, and Paul and Barnabas, with fasting and prayer, laid hands on 

                   them. The word for appointment denotes the idea of ‘election. 

Acts 15:1-2

Decision to be made: Dealing with doctrinal questions

Process: Paul/Barnabas were appointed(chosen by the group) by the Antiochan church to 

               travel to Jerusalem to inquire of the Apostles as to this doctrine.

