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Who Is The Holy Spirit?

Introduction: 

The Holy Spirit is the least known person of the Triune Godhead. Perhaps one of the reasons for this is that we have “a less explicit revelation in the Bible regarding the Holy Spirit than we find about either the Father or the Son”.
 Yet He is God, with all the attributes of personality (Rom 8:16, 26) including intellect, emotions and will. Being God, and having all the essential aspects of deity, this follows that He is equal to the Father and Son in position and power. Not only is this true, but He further shares in every attribute of the Godhead; He is eternal [without beginning or end] (Heb 9:14), omnipotent [all-powerful] (Lk 1:35), omnipresent [ever present] (Psa 139:7-10), and omniscient [all-knowing] (I Cor 2:10-11), to name only a few attributes. Further, various works of deity are performed by Him
, personal pronouns are attributed to Him, and He is associated in a personal way with individuals. This reveals that not only is the Holy Spirit God, but that He has a distinct personality within the Godhead. 

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

Some individuals mistakenly assume that since the Holy Spirit is less frequently mentioned in the Old Testament,
 that He is not really ‘on the scene’ yet. This couldn’t be more wrong! As eternal God, the Holy Spirit has been present and active at all times, but in a qualitatively different way, according to the wisdom and plan of God. 

In the Old Testament, the Spirit is consistently referred to as ruach, the Hebrew word for breath or wind. When used as a verb, the word means ‘to breathe’ or ‘to blow’, which is consistent with how Jesus describes the unseen working of the Holy Spirit in John 3:8, saying,

“the wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit”. 

Often the Holy Spirit’s operation in an individual’s life is viewed as being external; that is, the Holy Spirit “comes upon” an individual, such as Saul prior to his coronation.

I Sam 10:10 “When they arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he joined in their prophesying”.

Likewise, we see this in other figures such as Samson, as he showed various feats of strength.

Judg 14:6 “The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat”.

Again we see this operation of the Holy Spirit in the empowering of the seventy elders in the Book of Numbers.

Numb 11:25 “Then the Lord came down from the cloud and spoke with him, and he took the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again”.

Although there are exceptions to this rule
 within the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit is generally understood to have acted externally upon individuals, in a task-specific way. 

The Holy Spirit in the New Testament

When one reads the New Testament, it is immediately apparent that there is a qualitative difference in the operation of the Holy Spirit, at least in terms of His contact with people. This difference can be observed in the description of His involvement, where He no longer comes “upon” individuals, but instead “fills” them,
 as the following supporting passages indicate:

Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…”

Acts 4:31 “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly”.

Acts 9:17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here-has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with Holy Spirit”.

Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filed with the Spirit”.

According to John’s Gospel, the immediacy of the Spirit’s presence is likened to streams of water flowing out of an individual.

Jn 7:37-39 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If a man is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scriptures has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified”.

In summary then, we read that now the Holy Spirit operates from the interior of an individual, that is, from within. This represents a marked change in paradigm.

In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit is consistently referred to as pneuma, which is derived from the Greek verb meaning ‘to breathe’ or ‘to blow’, which is consistent with the Old Testament understanding. This is the significance of the symbol of wind on the Day of Pentecost, when the disciples are “filled with the Holy Spirit.” This ‘sign’ was meant as a theological reference point for those present, the physical wind symbolizing the Spirit, or breath of God.

Historical Departures in the doctrine of the Holy Spirit

In reading writings from the Early Church era, it is clear that the doctrine of God the Holy Spirit, evolved over a period of time. The likely reason for this is that the Early Church focused on experiencing His presence, and being witnesses to His work, rather than on processing the details of His person. Taking time for deep theological reflection, at least on this issue, was not needed. Rather, the focus of the first century Church and beyond was to accurately and faithfully define the nature of Jesus Christ, to guard against various emerging heresies, and opponents of Christ’s Church. Consequently, when the Nicene Creed
 was compiled in the second century
, it simply stated, “I believe in the Holy Spirit”, without any further clarifying statements. Giving assent to this truth, part of an early baptismal rite, was seemingly sufficient at the time. Eventually, more precise statements of belief on this issue would be made. Although there were certainly heresies regarding the operation of the Holy Spirit during the formative Church
, it is the heresies regarding His nature that concern us here.

Because of the centrality of Jesus Christ to the Gospel, the tendency was to elevate His position within the Godhead, at the expense of the Holy Spirit. The intention was good, but the outcome was bad. There were many failed attempts to enounce the Holy Spirit’s place within the Trinity. To summarize in very general terms, Holy Spirit heresies either denied His full deity, His eternal and yet independent existence, or His consubstantiality
 with the rest of the Godhead.  

In the second and third centuries, a movement evolved referred to as Monarchianism or Modalism. While attempting to protect the unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, affirming their ‘Oneness’, this movement drifted into error by failing to assert their distinct and independent personalities. They held that the Son and, by inference the Holy Spirit, were really God the Father operating in a different mode, or as Charles Ryrie explains, “three roles or parts played by the one God”.

Although the later teaching of Arius
 did not focus on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, his anti-Trinitarian beliefs had direct implications for it. He taught that only God the Father was “uncreated”, and that the Son and Holy Spirit were created beings. Arius promoted a spiritual hierarchy, where the Son was subject to the Father, and the Holy Spirit, having been created by the Father, through the Son, was subservient to the Son.   

After much acrimony and debate, St. Athanasius is credited with laying down the foundation of our present doctrine in 360 AD, which was fixed or settled at the Council of Constantinople in AD 381.

The Person of the Holy Spirit

The Bible declares that the Holy Spirit is co-creator. 

    1. Of the world 

    Gen 1:2 “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of    

                  the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters”.

    Psa 33:6 “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath[Spirit] 

                   of His mouth all their host”.

   2. Of individuals 

    Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, the breath of the Almighty gives me life”.
Not only is the Holy Spirit involved in creation, but also in restoration and renewal. 

     Psa 104:30 “When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of  

                    the earth”.

The vitality of the earth appears to depend on the Spirit’s renewing work.

      Isa 40:7 “The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath[Spirit] of the Lord 

                 blows upon it”.

Attributes of Personality

The fact that the Holy Spirit has personality is exhibited in a number of ways, but mostly through His activity. Below are some examples of this.

He Speaks 

Acts 13:2 “While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

                  apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them”.

Acts 8:29 “The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it”. 

Acts 10:19 “While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, 

                  “Simon, three men are looking for you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not 

                   hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them”.

Rev 14:13 “Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead who 

                  die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes”, says the Spirit, “they will rest from 

                  their labor, for their deeds will follow them”.

He Intercedes 

Rom 8:26 “…the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 

                  express”.

He Testifies 

Jn 15:26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

               Spirit of truth who goes our from the Father, he testifies about me [Jesus]…”.

He Guides/Leads 

Jn 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth”.

Matt 4:1 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil”.

Rom 8:14 “…because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God”.

He Commands 

Acts 16:6-7 “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and  

              Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the 

              province of Asia. When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter  

             Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.

He Appoints 

Acts 13:2 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 

               apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Acts 20:28  “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 

                   made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 

                  with his own blood
He Convicts of sin 

Jn 16:8 “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

            righteousness and judgment”.
The Holy Spirit can be lied to and tested 

Acts 5:3-4, 9  “Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart 

  that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you 

  received for the land? 

  Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at  

  your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men 

  but to God.” Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? 

  Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will 

  carry you out also.” 

The Holy Spirit can be resisted 

Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just 

   like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!”

The Holy Spirit can be grieved 

Eph 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the    

  day of redemption”.

The Holy Spirit can be blasphemed 

Matt 12:31 “And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 

   blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven”.
Names of the Holy Spirit

We can better understand the personality of the Holy Spirit as we study the names that have been given to Him. 

He is called the Holy Spirit.

  I Cor 6:19 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 

   you, whom you have received from God?”

He is called the Spirit of God.

  Matt 3:16 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 

   moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

   lighting on him”.

Rom 8:14   “…because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

He is called the Spirit of Truth.

Jn 14:17  “… the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 

   him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you”.

Jn 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He 

  will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears and he will tell you what 

  is yet to come”.

He is called the Counselor.

   Jn 14:16 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be 

    with you forever…”

Jn 16:7 “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 

   away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you”.

He is called the Comforter.

 Jn 15:26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

   Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me”.
The Holy Spirit is the Author of Scripture

It is important to note that this is a critical belief behind the inspiration of Scripture. Although some influential Christians held that the Holy Spirit’s role in the transmission of Scripture was by recalling events to those who wrote it, the Bible clearly teaches that His role went far beyond that. He was the author of Scripture. The Writings of the Old Testament were attributed to the Holy Spirit.

2 Pet 1:21 “Men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God”.

Acts 28:25 “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers”.

Acts 1:16 “The Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas”.

Early church leaders also attributed the inspiration of the Bible to the Holy Spirit.

Heb 3:7 “So, as the Spirit says:…”
Heb 10:15 “The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says.”

2 Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed”.

The Holy Spirit is the Interpreter of Scripture

Not only does the Bible teach that the Holy Spirit is the author of Scripture, but is also its interpreter, through timely revelation.

Jn 16:13 “It was the Spirit who was to guide the apostles into all the truth, and show 

  them things to come”.

The Holy Spirit revealed the interpretation of Old Testament writings to the Apostle Paul, especially as they concern the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and His plan of salvation for all people, but also other revelations as well. This includes revelation of what is yet to come.

 Eph 3:2-6 “Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was 

  given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have 

  already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight 

  into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as 

  it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This 

  mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 

  members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus”.

Eph 1:17 “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious father, may 

  give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better”.

I Cor 2:12 “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, 

  that we may understand what He has freely given us”.

Jn 16: 13-14 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. 

  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you 

  what is yet to come”.

I Cor 2:13 “This is what we speak, not in words taught to us by human wisdom but in 

  words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words”.

Rev 2:7 “He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the    

              Churches”.

The above refrain is repeated at the conclusion of each of the seven letters to the churches, as found in Rev 2:1-3:22. 

Jn 16:13 “It was the Spirit who was to guide the apostles into all the truth, and show them things to come”.

The Work of the Holy Spirit

He is Active in the Lives of Non-Believers

The Holy Spirit is active in the lives of non-believers in three general ways: exercising His will through individuals; convicting the world of sin; and, in restraining evil.

 1. He affects the actions individuals to accomplish His purposes.

  Isa 44:28-45:6 ‘who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I 

  please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its 

  foundations be laid.”  “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 

  right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their 

  armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut:  I will go before you 

  and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars 

  of iron.  I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so 

  that you may know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.    

  For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and 

  bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me.  I am the Lord, 

  and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though 

  you have not acknowledged me,  so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its 

 setting men may know there is none besides me. I am the Lord, and there is no other. ’
God anointed the pagan king, Cyrus, to accomplish His purposes at that time, although Cyrus did not know God. 

 2. He convicts the world of sin, and reveals their need of salvation.

  Jn 16:8 “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

   righteousness and judgment”

It is interesting that the only sin that God considers “unforgivable”, is to sin against the Holy Spirit.

Mk 3:29 “But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is 

  guilty of an eternal sin.”

A Believer’s willful sin is an insult to the Spirit of grace.

Heb 10:29 “How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who 

  has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood 

  of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?”
We are also taught that to resist the Holy Spirit is a grievous sin.

Acts 6:10 “but they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he 

  spoke.”

Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just 

  like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!”
3. He retrains evil and/or controls its expression.

2 Thess 2:6-8 “ And now you know what is holding him [the Man of Lawlessness] back,  

  so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is 

  already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is 

  taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus 

  will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his 

  coming.”

Without the Spirit’s presence evil would run rampant.

He is Active in the Lives of Believers

During the Old Testament Period

This truth is revealed not only in the New Testament period, but also throughout the Old Testament period, although His working was different, in that the Holy Spirit anointed individuals for specific tasks.

Exod 31:2f  “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of 

  Judah…”
Judg 3:9f  “But when they cried out to the Lord, he raised up for them a deliverer, 

  Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them.”
Judg 11:29  “Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and 

  Manasseh, passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced against the 

  Ammonites.”
During the New Testament Period, up until today.

This fact is not usually challenged, but there may be questions as to how specifically The Holy Spirit acts.

He is Active At Salvation.

A. He Regenerates.

   Jn 3:3-8 “In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom 

  of God unless he is born again.” 4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” 

  Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to 

  be born!” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

  unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 

  gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born 

  again.’  The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 

  where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

Jn 6:63 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to 

  you are spirit and they are life.”

Tit 3:5 “he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 

  mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit”

B. He Indwells
Jn 14:17 “the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 

  him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

Rom 8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the 

  Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 

  not belong to Christ.”

I Cor 3:16 “ Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s 

  Spirit lives in you?”

I Cor 6:19 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 

  you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own…”

Rom 8:11 “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 

  who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 

  Spirit, who lives in you.”
C. He Baptizes
Matt 3:11  “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is 

  more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with 

  the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

Mk 1:8 “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Lk 3:16 “John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful 

  than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 

  baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”
Jn 1:33 “I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with 

  water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he 

  who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’”

Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

  Holy Spirit.”

Acts 11:16 “Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, 

  but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’”
D. He Seals
Eph 1:13f “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

  gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

  promised Holy Spirit…”

Eph 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 

  the day of redemption.”

2 Cor 1:22 “set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 

  deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”

Rom 8:16 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”

Gal 4:6 “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 

  Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
The Holy Spirit is Active After Salvation.

A. He Fills.

Every Christian enjoys the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, who takes up residence within each believer at the moment of salvation, however not every believer is filled with the Holy Spirit, according to the New Testament model. This is something that every believer should desire according to the Apostle Paul.

Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead be filled with the Spirit”.
Not only is this written as a command, and not a choice, but it is written in a tense that teaches that this experience of being filled, is an ongoing experience. 

Not only is this characteristic experience mandatory for Christian leaders, but was the normative experience of the early Church. 

Acts 6:3 “Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 

  Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them.”
Acts 11:24 “He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number 

  of people were brought to the Lord.”
Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

  tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”
Indwelling and filling here were concurrent events.

Acts 4:8 “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of 

  the people!”
Acts 4:31 “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 

  were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”

Acts 13:9 “Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 

   straight at Elymas and said…”
B. He Guides.

Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 

  nature.”

Gal 5: 25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”
By disciplining: 

  Acts 5:9 “Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! 

   The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you 

   out also.”

By directing: 

  Acts 8:29 “The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

By appointing: 

  Acts 13:2 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 

   “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

By deciding: 

  Acts 15:28 “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with 

   anything beyond the following requirements…”

By prohibiting: 

  Acts 16:6f “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 

   Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province 

   of Asia.”
C. He Empowers

Zech 4:6 “So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might 

  nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.”

Rom 8:13 “So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by 

  might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.”

Gal 5:17 “For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit 

  what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you 

  do not do what you want.”

Through fruit of the Spirit 

Gal 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

  faithfulness,”
D. He Teaches
Jn 14:26 “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

  will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

Jn 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He 

  will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 

  is yet to come.”

I Jn 2:20 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the 

  truth.”

1 Jn 2:27 “ As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you 

  do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things 

  and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in 

  him.”

I Cor 2:13 “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 

  words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”
Through gifts of the Spirit (see I Cor 12:4, 7-11; Rom 12:6-8; Eph 4:11; I Pet 4:10-11), which will be discussed in some detail below.

E. He Intercedes
Rom 8:26 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 

  what we ought to pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 

  cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

  because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will”.

The Holy Spirit is the permanent possession of the believer: 

Jn 14:16 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—“
Fruit of the Holy Spirit

It is completely natural, and expected, that every Christian should increasingly exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit in their lives. This is the believers ‘calling card’, revealing that they are being changed from their former selves, into the likeness of Jesus Christ. Further, it is the Holy Spirit’s intention to conform every believer into the image of the Savior, of which spiritual fruit is an indication of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives, and the process of conformity at work. 

As Billy Graham writes:

 “The fruit of the Spirit is God’s expectation in our lives. Unlike the gifts of the Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit is not divided among believers. Instead, all Christians should be marked by all the fruit of the Spirit”.
Gal 5:22-23 “…the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

  goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no 

  law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature and its 

  passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

In the above passage the Apostle Paul contrasts a life dominated by the unregenerate, sinful nature of man, with a typical Christian’s life under the control of the Holy Spirit. The quality of this fruitful life is nine-fold, with every fruit expected to manifest itself in our lives. The point of the passage is that these fruit are not naturally produced, but are the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in us.

Although the definitive list of these spiritual fruit is found in Paul’s letter to the Galatians as noted above, Jesus used physical fruit as a metaphor for spiritual growth and maturity.

 In fact, the true test of a believer according to Matthew 7:16, and enounced by Jesus, is “you will know them by their fruits”. 

This theme of fruit is intentionally sprinkled throughout Jesus’ teaching ministry. 

Matt 3:8 “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance”.

Matt 3:10 “The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire”.

Matt 7:17 “Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit”.

Matt 12:33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit”.

Luke 13:6-7 “Then he told this parable: “a man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?”

Jn 15:1-6 “I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he trims clean so that it will become even more fruitful You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in yiou. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me”.

The Use of “Fruit” in the Old Testament

As we have seen above, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul use the image of physical fruit to convey spiritual meaning. However, there is a long tradition of employing this image in the Old Testament, including references to some of the same fruit that the Apostle Paul mentions in Galatians 5:22-23.

Isa 32:17 “The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever”.

Hos 10:12 “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love…”

The Expectation of Fruitfulness

In an agrarian society, the concept of bearing fruit was easy for people to understand. Moreover, it was entirely natural to expect fruit from the seed you have planted, which was instilled in the Semitic mindset from Creation. In creation, God ordained and commanded seed to produce after it’s own kind, beginning with vegetation (Gen 1:11-12), and included both creatures (Gen 1:21-22; 24-25) and mankind (Gen 1:27-28). That which is produced from that seed is referred to as fruit throughout the Bible. 

There is the fruit of the womb.

Deut 7:13 “He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb…”.

There is the fruit of the ground (or soil).

Gen 4:3 “In the course of time Cain brought forth some of the fruits of the soil…”

There is the fruit of our hands
Prov 31:16 “She considers a field and buys it; from the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard”.

There is the fruit of our ways.

Prov 1:31 “…they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes”.

There is the fruit of our doings
Jer 17:10 “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to the fruit of his doings, according to what his deeds deserve”.

There is the fruit of lies (or deception).

Hos 10:13 “But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception”.

In all of the above-mentioned passages, there is a very simple concept being promoted: seed produces fruit. Everything produces fruit. Good trees, land, and lives produce good fruit, and bad trees, land and lives produce bad fruit. The fruit produced helps to determine which is which. This is a spiritual law embedded within the Scriptures, and

this is the concept that underlies the New Testament fruit of the Spirit. As the Holy Spirit indwells the believer, and we cooperate with His leading, we will spontaneously produce fruit in keeping with His nature, which consists of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Identifying the Fruit

The Fruit of Love
 The Greek word for this is agape. It became the definitive characteristic for all believers, because it speaks of the quality of love that God loves all people with. It is a love that is selfless, and empties itself, and always seeks the others highest good. This type of love is not based on emotions, but describes a willful choice, a deliberate action. It is most perfectly expressed in the actions of Jesus recorded in John 3:16, which states:

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. It is the most important fruit to be formed in us, not only because “it is the greatest”,
 but also because “God is Love”
.

The Fruit of Joy
 The Greek word for this is chara. This is a joy that has its genesis in God, not in earthly circumstances. It is aptly described in Psalm 30:11, when this quality expresses itself in spite of circumstances, in the midst of turmoil, proclaiming:

“You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy…”

It is an expression of the Holy Spirit in and through the believer, when man is unlikely to respond in this way.

The Fruit of Peace.

 The Greek word for this is eirene. In Greek literature this word had two usages. First, it was used to describe the tranquility that a country or jurisdiction enjoyed when it was under just and capable government. Such jurisdictions employed a “keeper of the peace”, whose task it was superintend the same, in order to maintain their eirene.

Secondly, this term was intended to describe the tranquility of the heart., which is attained by the understanding that, regardless of circumstances, God is in control, and has our good in mind at all times. It is the exhortation of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:6-7, as he writes to the believers in Philippi, to find instead of being anxious, saying,

  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus”.

The Fruit of Patience.

The Greek word is makrothumia. It was said that the Romans became rulers of the world through makrothumia.
 In other words they persisted, over a long period of time, to work towards a specific goal. In the New Testament, this word is not used to describe things or events, but in interpersonal relationships, especially in how God deals with people. 

We see this in such passages as Romans 2:4, where God’s forbearing is described:

“Or do you show contempt for the richness of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you towards repentance”. This fruit at work in us allows us to wait for God’s timing, and avoid striving to make something happen, to rest in the sovereignty of God.

The Fruit of Kindness.  

The Greek word is chrestotes. In Matt 11:30, Christ’s “yoke” is referred to as chrestes, in other words, it doesn’t rub that which is yoked, raw.

“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”.

 It has been translated by some as “sweetness” It is goodness as it is expressed to another, in constantly considerate and practical assistance. The Apostle Paul states that this quality is foreign to the constitution of man, as each one attends first to his own needs.

The Fruit of Goodness.

The Greek word is agathasune. It is a word not found in any writings outside of the Bible, and attempts to explain the breadth of virtue that God displays in everything He does. God is full of virtue, an underlying quality. It is the absence of a personal agenda or to benefit at another’s expense, but instead seeks the betterment of everything and everyone around them, as does God. It is the giving of oneself freely to those in need.

It is God’s natural way of dealing with man as explained in Romans 3:12: 

 “There is no one who does good, not even one”.

But God is good
, and from His own nature He develops it in us.

The Fruit of Faithfulness.

The Greek word is pistis. This is the most commonly used Greek word in the list, and translates as trustworthiness. It is the characteristic of reliability, of someone whom you can count on in every circumstance; someone through various circumstances that you have come to believe in. This quality of God is often held in contrast to the unfaithfulness of man, as in Romans 3:4, which states,

“Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: “So that you may be proved right in your words and prevail in your judging”.

The Fruit of Gentleness (or Meekness)

The Greek word is prautes, which is translated either as meekness or gentleness. This is “an inward grace that extends both towards God and to one’s fellows humans”,
 and whose root meaning means ‘to abate’; ‘to make smooth’; ‘to tame’. It had been used in that culture to refer to a wild animal that had been domesticated, learned to yield to its master. When used of believers, it means surrendering to and accepting God’s will, which is higher than our own. It is a characteristic that is highly valued by God, as taught in Psalm 25:9, which says,

“He guides the humble [meek] in what is right and teaches them His way”.

And through the Lord’s teaching in Matthew 5:5, which says, 

“The meek shall inherit the earth”. Although it was aptly displayed in the life of Moses, “The man Moses was very meek, above all men which were upon the face of the earth”,
it was best displayed in the character of Jesus, when in Gethsemane, He agonizes, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not my will, but as you will”.
 It is this quality of surrendering to the will and purposes of God, that the Holy Spirit wants to impart to each believer.

The Fruit of Self-Control
The Greek word is egkrateia, in the Biblical context means to be in control of one’s appetites, drives and natural instincts, so that they don’t dominate our lives. The goal is to hold everything in ‘balance’, so that one aspect of our nature does not negatively impact the others. Jesus is the perfect model of this fruit, having governed His natural instincts and drives
, such that they became fully submitted to His Father’s will for Him. The Apostle Paul teaches the Roman Christians about governing our natural instincts by the Holy Spirit in Romans chapter six.

Rom 6: 5-14  “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 
The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace”.
All of the above fruit are an enduring part of Jesus’ nature, and the Holy Spirit’s mandate is to impart this very nature to us.

How Do We Develop This Fruit in our Lives?

The Word of God teaches us that we must consciously and intentionally surrender to the Holy Spirit, in order to see this manifold “fruit” form in our lives. We must be committed to a life of cooperation with Him, agreeing to die to self, agreeing with His judgments of what must change in us, while letting the life of Christ displace those areas which need redeeming. This is an expected change for all believers.

II Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone sis in Christ, he is a new creation; the old the new has come”. 
Rom 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will”.
We must consider ourselves as having died to our old ways. We no longer live in the former sense of living. Having been justified by the blood of Jesus we now begin a journey of being sanctified as we submit ourselves to the Lordship of Christ.
Rom 6:11-13 “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness”.
Gal 2:20  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”.
Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Within the Church, there has never been as much attention on this topic as there has been in the last one hundred years. As a result of the ‘charismatic movement’, which traces its ‘roots’ to Topeka, Kansas towards the close of the nineteenth century, but really spread after the Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles in the early 1900’s, there has been increasing focus and scrutiny on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This is a very welcome turn of events, as their mature, biblically faithful expression, is crucial in our day.

Although there are parts of the Body of Christ that collectively discount the operation of spiritual gifts in our day, believing that they ceased after the Apostolic Age
, their main purpose, being the establishment of the Gospel in ‘unreached’ areas, has never been more necessary. The fact that there are more un-evangelized people alive today than at any other time in Church history, suggests that these gifts are still crucial.. Yet, there continues to be resistance in accepting the position that they are still operative. In fact, the argument that these gifts ceased after doesn’t stand up to close scrutiny. The writings and journals of the Church Fathers and noted Churchmen, speak of their continued operation throughout the ages.

While it is true that the operation of these gifts of the Spirit were in definite decline during the intervening years between the Early Church and the nineteenth century, they never fully disappeared from use, as the following shows:

Justin Martyr (AD 108-168) said that the Church was speaking in tongues, prophesying and seeing prayer for healing others, answered.

Irenaeus (AD 130-202) wrote of individuals in the church who spoke in tongues.

Tertullian (AD 160-222) boasted of the presence of prophetic gifts in the church, while he rebuked Marcion.

Hippolytus (AD 170-235) spoke of belief in healing.

Cyprian (AD 258) Believed that God imparted prophetic visions and dreams in his day, and seemed to indicate he had personal proof of this.

Origen (AD 184-254) Spoke of personally observing spiritual gifts in his day.

Dionysius (AD 190-265) Said that he personally had a revelatory vision from God.

Athanasius (AD 296-373) Spoke of known Bishops who worked miracles, and encouraged others to pray for the gift of discernment.

Cyril of Jerusalem (AD 315-398) Said that he personally spoke in tongues, and encouraged the seeking of the gifts of wisdom and prophecy.

Basil the Great (AD 329-379) Spoke and applied teaching on the current use of spiritual gifts among the churches in his day.

Gregory Nyssa (AD 335-395) Wrote on spiritual gifts, including tongues, stating that they were normative in the churches of his day.

Chrysostom (AD 347-407) Said that gifts were operative in his day.

The Venerable Bede (AD 673-735) Recorded many healings, and had a gift of interpretation of tongues.

Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1178) Said that she had the gift of speaking in tongues, as well as their interpretation.

Gregory Palamis (AD 1296-1359) This Bishop spoke of gifts being spread liberally among the monks of his day. 

It is clear from this sampling that these charismata were still operative long after the early Church era, continuing into the Middle Ages. However, support for these gifts waned after that time. John Ruthven, a noted scholar, suggests the following reason for theit misuse:

   “By the time of the Reformation, the doctrine of miracles in the Church had   

     degenerated into virtually animistic superstition”.

Consequently, scholars during this period “rejected almost all visible miraculous elements and tended to conclude that the age of miracles was past. Out of this background, Protestantism for many centuries was committed to the denial of the miraculous”,
 and have, until recently, discouraged “any systematic effort to study the gifts of the Spirit”.

What the reticence may be in affirming these as being for today, is their potential to cause confusion, and division in the Body of Christ, or worse - the distraction from the primary purpose of the Church, being to “go and make disciples of all nations…”
 

As a movement, King of Kings describes itself as “charismatic”, referring to our biblical understanding of what this word means. The word “charismatic” is derived from the Greek word meaning both ‘gifted’ and ‘grace’
, which is not accidental, but speaks of the necessity of their working conjointly.  All Christians should acknowledge their need for, and belief in, not only the resources of spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to His Church in order to equip it for the tasks He calls it to, but also the spiritual resource of grace that is needed to operate in them in a constructive manner. Further, it is foundational to our understanding that all gifts, in their mature expression, are meant to bring glory and honor to, and focus our attention upon, Jesus Christ - God’s gift to the world”. Whenever that doesn’t occur, it is at least, an immature expression of these gifts. That is why giftedness is never a faithful spiritual barometer of maturity, but rather “fruit, character, and submission”
 to God.   

What Are Spiritual Gifts?

Spiritual gifts, or charismata, are God-given abilities to serve His purposes on the earth. They are not natural human abilities or acuities, such as the ability to write well, or sing, or the acquisition good people skills, although all of the above can be complementary. Gifts can never be merely learned or acquired through human initiative or will, but must be received from God. As such, they can never determine a Christian’s spiritual maturity, because they are not given as a type of reward from God for righteous living or strong Christian character. Apart from being encouraged to seek them,
 their distribution within the Body of Christ, are solely determined by the sovereign choice of the Holy Spirit.

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts

In essence, spiritual gifts are distributed among Christ’s Body in order to equip it to faithfully represent Him, and extend His rule and reign on the earth. This is partially accomplished when we are changed into His likeness, a transformational process that equips us to be witnesses (martyrs), called sanctification, but also through the demonstration of His works. Without the effective distribution of spiritual gifts, according to the wisdom of God, we are impotent to do so. Natural giftedness is fine for natural tasks, but spiritual gifts are needed for spiritual tasks.

Although the Apostle Paul was writing about specific gifts at the time, it generally holds true of all gifts when he teaches the Ephesian believers, that gifts are given “to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ”.
 It is clear from all relevant passages that unity is terribly important to God. 

How many Gifts? 

This is actually not an easy question to answer. Some, like Professor C. Peter Wagner, list a total of twenty-seven spiritual gifts
, but most scholars would include less than this. Enough is a good answer. Depending on whether an individual takes the position that the gifts of the Spirit listed in Scripture are an exhaustive list, that is, that no others exist, whether only the gifts alluded to in the New Testament are intended, or perhaps only in the writings of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians, or whether there is a differentiation between gifts and offices, will assist us in coming to an answer to that question.. Because, as I’ve discussed above, the operation of the Holy Spirit during the Old Testament was of a different nature, that is being task-specific
, for the sake of our discussion we will focus on the New Testament passages.

The main New Testament passages that contain insights to the classification of spiritual gifts are Ephesians 4:11, Romans 12:6-8, and I Cor 12:8-11, 28-31.

Eph 4:11 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers…”

Rom 12:6-8 “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully”.
I Cor 12:8-11 “To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines”.

And verses 28-31 “And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts”.
There are a number of gifts that are mentioned more than once in the above passages, some of which are given different names, depending on the translation of the same original words. A ‘master list’ of gifts mentioned can easily be compiled, consisting of:

  From Romans 12

1. Prophecy

2. Service

3. Teaching

4. Exhortation

5. Generous Giving

6. Leadership

7. Mercy

   From I Corinthians 12 (adding only those previously unmentioned)

8. Wisdom

9. Knowledge

10. Faith

11. Healing

12. Miracles

13. Discerning of Spirits

14. Tongues

15. Interpretation of Tongues

16. Apostle

17. Helps

18. Administration

    From Ephesians 4 (adding only those previously unmentioned)

19. Evangelist

20. Pastor.

One of the things that I observe, as I consider the various gifts that the Holy Spirit has distributed to the Church, is their incredible variety. It reminds me of my workshop. I have equipped my workshop with a variety of tools, each of which have a specific usage. If I only had a couple of tools, say a hammer, and a saw, and a screwdriver, I could accomplish a number of tasks, but not as many, or as well, as if I had specific tools that have been designed for dedicated tasks. The Holy Spirit has equipped the Church, through the gifts or tools distributed according to His wisdom, to accomplish very specific tasks. All the gifts working together, according to their divine design, are capable of accomplishing all the tasks that it has been called to. This is the wisdom of God, and is what the Apostle Paul teaches in I Corinthians 12:4-6:

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men”.

These gifts manifest themselves in the lives of believers, to use a word that the Apostle Paul employs, so that it benefits everyone.
 It underscores God’s concern for the whole Church, that every member is supportive of the other, as well as complementary. God has ordained that believers work together. When we understand as well as embrace this, we are much more effective; we get the job done efficiently.

To further the illustration of a workshop, a hammer is perfect if you want to drive a nail in the wall. You can use a screwdriver too, but nowhere near as effectively. I’ve tried! A saw is wonderful if you need to cut a piece of wood, because it is designed to give a precise cut. You can hit a board with a hammer until it breaks, and perhaps even in the location you desired, but the tool was never intended for that. I’ve found that you can use a screwdriver as well, and stab the board enough so you can break it, but not many people would be satisfied with the result. Ask my wife! In the same way, God has designed the gifts in the Body to accomplish very specific tasks, all working under the divine oversight of the Holy Spirit, a heavenly foreman, if you will. As a crew, we can accomplish incredible things, because we are working under a foreman that holds in His hands, the blueprints for what He’s constructing. 

The Tools That Have Been Passed Out To Us

1. The Gift of Prophecy

  This gift could be summed up as the receipt and declaration of a revelation received from God, under the extraordinary inspiration of the Spirit. This has both ‘forth-telling’ and foretelling aspects to it. The former involves receiving revelation about current events (what’s on God’s heart right now), and the latter involves receiving revelation about future events. Although prophecy was a very common gift in the Early Church
, we do not have many specific examples of prophetic words recorded for us. However, we do have two impressive examples in the Book of Acts by Agabus, who was mature in his gifting, and accepted extra-locally; 

Acts 11:27-28 “During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.)”

Acts 21:10-12 “After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem”.

Other examples include prophetic words surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ.

By Elizabeth in Lk 1:40-45 “…where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”

By Zechariah I Lk 1:67-79 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,

because he has come and has redeemed his people. 

He has raised up a horn

      of salvation for us 

      in the house of his servant David 

(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 

       salvation from our enemies 

      and from the hand of all who hate us— 

       to show mercy to our fathers 

      and to remember his holy covenant, 

 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 

 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 

      and to enable us to serve him without fear 

 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation 

     through the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 

     by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 

      to shine on those living in darkness 

     and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

2. The Gift of Serving (GK diakonia)

This gift could be described as the ability, under the Spirit’s direction, to meet the practical needs of others. Although it sounds like a rather mundane gift, it is usually associated with significantly mature individuals, indicating the importance of this ministry. It was this practical service that allowed the Apostles to concentrate their efforts on teaching and praying.

Acts 6:1-4 “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

3. The Gift of Teaching 

This gift could be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to explain and clarify God’s Word, in order to establish believers in Biblical truth. Realistically, this is one of the most critical gifts in the Body of Christ, for it’s neglect leads it astray and weakened. It is why teachers are held to a higher standard than anyone else in God’s Church.

The Apostle Paul in I Cor 12:1-31, and the Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:14-36, where both explain the Scriptures, are good examples of this. Due to the length of the passages, I have only referenced them here.

4. The Gift of Exhortation (GK paraklesis)
This word has a variety of meanings, with the correct nuance of a meaning only being determined by the context of its use in a passage. This word variously means encouragement, exhortation, or comfort, and could be described as the Spirit-imparted utterance that accomplishes the above.

Judas and Silas in Acts 15:30-32  “The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers”.

The Apostle Paul to Timothy in I Tim 4:11-14

“Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”

5. The Gift of Giving (or Contributing to the needs of others)

This gift could be described as the spontaneous, and benevolent contribution to God’s people, from a person’s own resources, as the Holy Spirit leads. Since the encouragement from the Apostle Paul to those with this gift is to “give generously”, combined with other Biblical examples, this seems to speak of unusually generous gifts, requiring a significant measure of grace.

Barnabas in Acts 4:36-37 “Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet”.

I Jn 3:17-18 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth”.

Rom 15:26-27 “For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings”.

2 Cor 8:1-7 “And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving”.

6. The Gift of Leadership

This gift could be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to govern the lives of others; to help them find their God-given ‘fit’ within the Body of Christ. The word means “to stand before others”, and anyone equipped with this gift should do so diligently.
 This is because people will follow those who have this gift, for good or ill, and so it carries a great deal of responsibility.

The Apostle Paul in Phil 4:9 encourages others to follow his leadership:

“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice”.

It is why the qualifications for those who would lead the Body of Christ are very strict. We see this in the qualifications for Deacons and Elders, as outlined in 

            I Tim 3:1-10 

           “Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he    

           desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of  

           but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 

           not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 

           money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him 

           with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, 

           how can he take care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he 

           may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must 

           also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace 

           and into the devil’s trap. 

          Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in 

          much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep 

          truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if 

          there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.” 

7. The Gift of Mercy

This gift could be described as the spontaneous, Spirit-imparted ability to care for the sick, poor and needy, in a cheerful and non-judgmental manner. This gift is a tremendous display of the nature of Christ, and can be used very powerfully in evangelism. God’s heart is very close to those who minister in this gifting, which is often combined with very well developed fruit of the Spirit.

           Cornelius in Acts 10:4 “Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he  

            asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up  

           as a memorial offering before God.” 

     Dorcas in Acts 9:36 “In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the poor”.

8. The Gift of Word of Wisdom

   This gift could be described as a Spirit-inspired utterance that applies God’s Word or wisdom to a specific situation. As our examples will reveal below, this gift is often needed when human reason cannot adequately lead us. Although not often exercised, it’s application is often critical to situations.

      Stephen in Acts 6:3,10  “Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are  

      known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to  

      them… 

      …but they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.” 

      and James in Acts 15:13-21. “When they finished, James spoke up: “Brothers, listen   

      to me. Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking 

      from the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement 

      with this, as it is written: 

     “ ‘After this I will return 

and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 

  Its ruins I will rebuild, 

and I will restore it, 

        that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, 

and all the Gentiles who bear my name, 

says the Lord, who does these things’

       that have been known for ages.

  “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles  who are turning to God.  Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 

9. The Gift of Word of Knowledge

This gift could be described as a Spirit-inspired utterance that reveals knowledge about situations, people, or Biblical truth. This is not a gift that is the result of study or applying oneself to knowledge, but rather the revealing of something otherwise unknown to an individual.

          Peter in Acts 5:9-10 “Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of 

         the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, 

         and they will carry you out also.” 

      At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in  

      and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.” 

         The Antiochan leaders in Acts 13:2 “While they were worshiping the Lord and 

         fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

        which I have called them.”

10. The Gift of Faith

This gift could be described as a Spirit-imparted faith that enables a believer to believe God for the seemingly impossible. It involves insight into the sovereign abilities of God, and understands there are no limits with Him. This gift often results in miracles and sees the hand of God move on their behalf.

         The Centurion in Matt 8:5-10 “When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion 

         came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed 

         and in terrible suffering.” Jesus said to him, “I will go and heal him.” The 

         centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But 

         just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under 

        authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 

        ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus 

        heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, “I tell you the 

        truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith ‘. 

          The Sick Woman In Matt 9:20-22 “Just then a woman who had been subject to  

         bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.     

         She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus turned and 

         saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the 

         woman was healed from that moment   ‘. 

         The Two Blind Men in Matt 9:27-29 “As Jesus went on from there, two blind men 

         followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” When he had gone 

         indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I 

         am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. Then he touched their eyes and 

         said, “According to your faith will it be done to you”. 

         The Canaanite Woman in Matt 15:22-28 “A Canaanite woman from that vicinity 

         came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is 

         suffering terribly from demon-possession.” Jesus did not answer a word. So his 

         disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out 

         after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” The woman 

         came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It is not right 

         to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but 

         even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 

         answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her 

         daughter was healed from that very hour ‘. 

         The Leper in Lk 17:11-19 “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the 

         border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who 

         had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, 

         “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go, show 

         yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 

      One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 

      voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a 

      Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?   

      Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  Then 

      he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” 

11. The Gift of Healing

This gift is the Spirit-imparted anointing to enables a believer to restore another to health. This is usually a process experience, rather than crisis experience; that is, that healing usually takes place over a period of time. An immediate healing should be referred to as a miracle. This seems to be a gift that has endured throughout the ages, along with prophecy, and often is combined with a gift of faith, as it takes faith in God’s ability and willingness to heal.

Further, healing is rarely simply a physical restoration, but involves restoring a person emotionally, spiritually, and socially. The result of healing, is the establishment or re-establishment of a person’s status within community, and consequently their sense of self-worth, and at times, their relationship with God.

          Peter and John in Acts 3:1-8 “One day Peter and John were going up to the 

          temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. Now a man crippled from 

          birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put 

          every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and 

         John about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, as 

         did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man gave them his attention, 

         expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not 

         have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”    

         Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and 

         ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went 

         with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God”.

         Ananias in Acts 9:17-18 “Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing 

         his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you 

         on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and 

         be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s 

         eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized… ‘

12.  The Gift of Miracles

        This gift could be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to alter the course of   

         nature through supernatural means. Sometimes they are referred to as ‘signs and 

         wonders’, and often cause a tremendous acceleration of in establishing the Gospel 

         in an area previously ‘unreached’. This has largely been our experience at King of 

         Kings. The Gospel of John states as much, when describing signs in his Gospel, 

         saying, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, 

         which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe 

         that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life 

         in his name.” 

The Raising of Dorcas in Acts 9:40-41 “Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive”.

 The Apostle Paul and a handkerchief in Acts 19:11-12 “God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them”.

 The Raising of Eutychus in Acts 20:9-10 “Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!”

13.  The Gift of Discerning of Spirits

This gift might be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to distinguish the spiritual nature or makeup of a person, situation, or an utterance given; that is, whether something is of the Holy Spirit, or not.

            Peter and the Slave girl in Acts 8:18-24 “When Simon saw that the Spirit was 

            given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money  and said, 

           “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive 

           the Holy Spirit.” Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because 

           you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or 

           share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this 

           wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a 

           thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to 

           sin.” Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have 

           said may happen to me.” 

           The Apostle Paul in Acts 13:8-12 “But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his 

           name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then 

           Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at 

           Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that 

           is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 

           perverting the right ways of the Lord?  Now the hand of the Lord is against you. 

          You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the 

          sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, 

          seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw what had 

          happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord”. 

     And in Acts 16:16-18 “Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were 

     met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She 

     earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl 

     followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most 

    High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She kept this up for many 

    days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the 

    spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that 

    moment the spirit left”. 

14.  The Gift of Tongues

This gift has been described as “expressing oneself at the level of one’s spirit, under the direct influence of the Holy Spirit, in a language that they have no knowledge of”.
 It may well be the most controversial of all gifts, and sadly, the most divisive. This is a scandal, in light of the general purpose of gifts, which is to bring unity to the Body of Christ.
 The disunity created seems to stem from the modern day practice of this gift, which at times is unbiblical, and has often been compared to Montanism, an ecstatic cult in the Early Church era. The Apostle Paul takes a great deal of time teaching about this gift, which is meant primarily as a “sign” for non-believers,
 in his first letter to the Corinthians (I Cor 12-14). It’s practice at that time needed corrective instruction. 

In testifying to the operation of this gift in his own ministry,
which he is most thankful for, Paul explains its purpose in corporate gatherings
, which is to edify the church.
But Paul points out that this is only accomplished when the tongue is also interpreted. It’s why Paul elevates prophecy as a “greater gift”, because it brings helpful revelation or instruction from God to the Body at large. To focus on the experience of the gift rather than its purpose is to become unhelpful. Perhaps the contemporary difficulty comes in judging what gatherings are corporate, and which are considered to be non-corporate.
   

            The Disciples in Acts 2:4-11 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

             to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in 

             Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this 

             sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking 

             in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are  

             speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native 

             language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

             Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

             near Cyrene; visitors from Rome  (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 

             Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 

            Cornelius and family in Acts 10:44-45 “While Peter was still speaking these 

            words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised 

            believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy 

            Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles”.

            The Ephesian Believers In Acts 19:2-7 There, he found new disciples and asked 

            them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, 

           “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  So Paul asked, “Then  

            what baptism did you receive?” “John’s baptism,” they replied. 

         Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 

         believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they 

         were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on 

         them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and 

         prophesied”. 
15. The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues

This gift is the Spirit-imparted ability to interpret what has been spoken in tongues. This may involve interpreting oneself, or another who has spoken in a tongue. Although we have definite references to the existence of this gift (I Cor 12:10, 30; 14:5, 13, 26-28) we have no direct examples preserved for us in Scripture.

16.  The Gift of Apostleship

The unusual gift and function of Apostleship might be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to introduce and establish the Gospel in previously ‘unreached’ cultures and sub-cultures. It appears to be the most important gift in the Church, as when it is listed among other gifts, it is always listed first.
 The word Apostle means someone “who is sent”, and in its Christian usage, by God. Apostles seemed to have extraordinary spiritual authority, as their ministry was regularly accompanied by “signs”.
Further, the Apostle Paul appears to teach that one of the qualifications of Apostles were that they had “seen the Lord”,
and that their sphere of influence as an Apostle was based on relationship with others.
 This gift clearly extends beyond the list of the original twelve, to include numerous others.
 

Paul in Acts 9:15-16 “But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

            Paul in Rom 1:1,5 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and 

            set apart for the gospel of God— 

           Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call 

            people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith”. 

17. The Gift of Helps (GK antilempsis)

This gift could be described as the Spirit-imparted ability that allows the strong to render service to those who are weaker; who need their assistance. This is especially seen in service to the ‘poor’.

The Apostle Paul in Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

18.  The Gift of Administration

This gift might be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to discern the callings and anointing of others, and to facilitate the same. Often, people think it has to do with typing and bookkeeping, and answering phones. While this is a practical help to ministry, this is not the meaning here. This administrative nature is a reflection of the Spirit’s role in the Church, where He determines where people are supposed to serve. This gift involves receiving revelation of where believers ‘fit’ in the Body of Christ.

Acts 14:22-23 “…strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust”.

I Thess 3:2  “We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God’s fellow worker in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith…”

Acts 16:1-4 “He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey”.

19.  The Gift of Evangelist

This gift is simply the Spirit-imparted ability to communicate the Gospel to the unsaved. The individual who operates in this gift often teaches the basic foundational understanding of salvation through the cross of Christ, and His resurrection. Their focus is one of proclamation, and their passion is in convincing people to follow Jesus Christ. Deeper theological details are usually left to those with a gift of teaching.

Philip in Acts 8:5-8 “Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city”.

20. The Gift of Pastor

This gift might be described as the Spirit-imparted ability to oversee the local Church, and care for the needs of its people. 

Timothy in I Tim 1:1-4 “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God’s work—which is by faith”.

           And in 4:13-16 “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, 

           to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given you 

           through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

        Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may 

        see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, 

       because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers”. 

           Instructions to Titus in Tit 1:4-5 “To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 

           Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

        The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left 

        unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you”.

        Peter’s instructions in I Peter 5:2-4  “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under                 your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are  willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away”.
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