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King of Kings Fellowship-Pastor Bob Butler

Seminar 4 “The Deity and Authority of Jesus Christ”

Welcome and Introductory comments

Disclaimer: We cannot possibly engage in an exhaustive study of these topics, as the volumes written over the centuries concerning them would literally fill the walls of any building we meet in.. Consequently, I can only give a very brief overview at this time. 

My hope is that what we do cover will serve to whet your appetite, causing you to consider further investigation on your own. 

Although it is unlikely that anyone here will become an expert in these topics, nevertheless I believe that every Christian should have an adequate knowledge of them; enough to defend the historical Gospel of Jesus Christ. For not only will we be consistently challenged by the promotion of new teachings about the nature of Jesus Christ, but with the recycling of age old heresies. As they say, ‘what goes around comes around’.

Further, I want to state that my basic underlying presumption, my ‘ground zero’, is that we are in agreement that the Word of God, as originally given, is without error and is the authority of all that we believe and teach. It is our absolute foundation, and that without this understanding it would prove to be a very short discussion. Pointless in fact, as we’d be a group of people discussing our own ideas and not Scripture. As it is, we are intentionally submitting ourselves to God’s Word, which is revealed to be “living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
 

Like the Apostle Paul, it is my hope and prayer that this teaching will help to “establish you”
 in truth, with the purpose that you will be effective and affective witnesses to Jesus Christ in your generation.

Introduction: One of my favorite quotes, from arguably the best work of one of last centuries most influential writers states:

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us” A.W.Tozer 

I have found that I can tell a lot about a person from their answer to this question. 

I can also usually determine their relative maturity in Christ. 

I often can get a sense of the degree of intimacy with Christ that they are likely experiencing… or not. 

I can reasonably predict how they have responded to the hardships and struggles they have faced in their life, as well as how they are likely to respond to the same in their future. 

To some degree, I can also predict the potential impact they will have for the Kingdom of God.

What comes into your mind when you think about the deity and the authority of Jesus Christ? What are some of the conceptualizations or pictures that immediately come to mind? To what extent do they faithfully represent Biblical teaching, and what part is just stuff you’ve conjured up? What you think about these will shape your future, because you will relate to and serve God according to what you believe about Him. 

What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.

A Crisis in Christology?

Twenty years ago, an acquaintance suggested to me that the most critical challenge to Christianity in the twenty-first century would be in the area of Christology. He has proven to be correct. I offer the example below to support this claim.

According to a 2003 survey conducted by Ipsos-Reid, and co-sponsored by the EFC
, Focus on the Family and World Vision among others, as a follow-up to a similar survey in 1993, 19% of Canadians were classified as ‘evangelical’. This figure was surprisingly high to me. It is significant that the determining questions, identifying  ‘evangelicals’, were developed by Don Posterski and Reginald Bibby, both respected Canadian Sociologists. They understand the Canadian religious context.

One of the questions posed to these ‘evangelical’ Christians, was whether they believed that Jesus was the Son of God. According to the 1993 survey, 84% of respondents replied “yes”, Jesus was the Son of God. However in 2003, a mere 10 years later, only 76% of those surveyed reportedly agreed with this statement. 

If we were to extrapolate these results, it would suggest that today only 72% of Canadian ‘evangelical’ Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Which means that 28% did not! This is reason for alarm. Think about it, one quarter of Canadian ‘evangelicals’ don’t believe in the deity of Jesus Christ. Yet this may not reveal the true extent of erosion that this primary doctrine has undertaken, because more elderly believers in this sample hold more consistently to it. When accounting for age demographics, we find that the 15-24 year old age strata is largely responsible for this shift away from the Church’s historical position that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. The implications for ‘future faith’ resound loudly. Will this doctrine continue to be faithfully transmitted to succeeding generations if this trend holds up? And if not, when does what’s transmitted cease to be Christianity?

If this isn’t a crisis in Christology, I don’t know what is! 

Unlike some other aspects of Christian faith (ie. Eschatology), a correct Christology actually determines a person’s eternal destiny. We can get some concepts wrong and still get to heaven, but Christology is critical for salvation. It is also critical for the future of Christianity, that we maintain correct doctrine about Jesus Christ. If we allow this to be diluted or ‘doctored’ in some way, we fatally impair the Gospel that we pass on to the next generation. That is why it’s been said that Christianity is always “only one generation away from extinction”.

So who is Jesus Christ to you?

In this study I’d like to consider (and to hopefully prove) the deity of Jesus Christ, employing three different internal
 sources. Unfortunately today, we will not have the opportunity to look at these in an exhaustive manner, but we’ll touch on them all. I am also appending my study entitled Deliverance and Healing in the Gospels and Acts, which although not directly related to this study, overlaps to a certain degree. It might be helpful as a resource.

The Two Natures of Jesus Christ

Since 451 A.D., at the Council of Chalcedon, the belief that Jesus Christ had “two natures” has been the prevailing orthodox position of the Christian Church. Up until that time there had been considerable dialogue regarding this issue. However, it was indelibly fixed that Jesus Christ had two natures, being truly God and truly man, and that He was consubstantial
 with the Father in His deity, and consubstantial with man in His humanity, with the exception of man’s sin. Thus, Jesus was fully God and fully man. It was also established that the distinction between his two natures is in no way diminished by their union, but that each nature is preserved within one person, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Historical Departures of Christology

Although the topic of Christology is a current ‘flashpoint’ within Christianity, it is really nothing new. The Church has wrestled with competing ideas about Jesus Christ on many different occasions throughout its history. Although they have led to considerable acrimony at times, it has served to enounce the truth about Him, leading to canonizing the same.

There have been a few major Heresies (and various forms of them) over the centuries, concerning the nature of Jesus Christ. It’s prudent to have at least a working knowledge of them, as we will surely encounter them again. Below is a brief summary of each view as it pertains to the nature of Christ.
 the first two dealing with Jesus’ deity. They are:

A. Ebionism 

         The “Ebionites” were a flourishing, extreme Judaizing, heretical sect mentioned by the Early Church ‘Fathers’, who denied the deity of Christ. They maintained that Jesus had an entirely human origin, the result of a physical union between Joseph and Mary, His stated earthly parents. Jesus was their first-born son, in every natural sense of the word. Consequently, they rejected the doctrine of the virgin birth, asserting that divine power “came upon” Jesus at his baptism, a reward from God for his commitment to holy living. The divine power displayed in Jesus’ life was understood to be the influence of the Holy Spirit upon Him, but not indwelling Him, an external rather than internal force.

The Ebionites taught that it was through this influence that Jesus performed miracles and taught with superhuman wisdom throughout His ministry. Sadly, according to the proponents of this belief, this ‘influence’ deserted Him at the Cross, evidenced by Jesus’ cry, “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Accordingly, at Jesus’ death He felt disillusioned and deserted, stripped of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

As a result of their understanding that Jesus was rewarded by the Father with ‘God’ status due to His holy living, this ascetic sect promoted strict observance of the Law for all believers, irrespective of whether they were Jew or Gentile. Further, the Ebionites rejected the Epistles of the Apostle Paul, holding only to the Gospel of Matthew, if ancient sources are to be understood correctly. This sect is believed to be descendants of those whom the Apostle Paul spoke of in his letter to the Galatians.  In summary, this position promoted the doctrine that Jesus was fully man, but not God.

In our era, Mormonism promotes a form of this theology, teaching that Jesus was born a man but became a ‘god’ as a result of his holy life, and that we too can become a ‘god’ like Jesus.

Quoting from Doctrines of the Gospel Student Manual, published in 1986 by The LDS church, they teach “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man...he was once a man like us”.

As you can see, this heresy is alive and well.

B. Arianism 

Considered the principle heresy denying the deity of Christ, this aberrant teaching promotes that Jesus was a created being, albeit the highest form of creation.

He was not like God in nature, in essence, but was a changeable creature. Because of His righteousness, God bestowed on Him the title of Son of God, as a means of giving dignity to Him. This almost became the official position of Christianity during the fourth century, when Arius, the promoter of this doctrine, died before he could further promote it.

Arianism is a strict monotheism in which there is only one God, identified as the Father. This position holds that only He was uncreated and eternal and that all other creation had a beginning and end. All creation is finite, and since they viewed Jesus as a created being, He was as well. This position holds that Jesus is an intermediate created being between mankind and God. This is prevalent among Jehovah Witnesses today.

C. Gnosticism

Gnosticism was a Gentile perversion of the same error as we find within Ebionism, also denying the divinity of Christ, but for different reasons. The name of this heresy is derived from the Greek word for “knowledge” (gnosis). Although it was quite prevalent in the second century, it appeared much earlier. This position was clearly denounced in the Pastoral Epistles as well as in the Epistle of 2 John. It began as a ‘school’ of thought within the Church, establishing itself in all significant Christian centers, but eventually became a distinct movement. The central concept of this spurious teaching is that Jesus imparted “secret knowledge” to select disciples, thus establishing a secret tradition that only the initiated shared. This ‘knowledge’ divided people into two groups: those who were “fleshly” or material, and those who were “spiritual”. Jesus was understood to be a divine emissary who passed on this secret knowledge from God, the “Divine Being”. This heresy held that the phantasmal Jesus never had a real body of His own, but temporarily inhabited a body and thus did not really die. This heresy has survived in many forms to this date. 

The above-mentioned positions and others are real challenges in our day, requiring an informed Biblical response, in order to combat the creeping heresy they provide.

So what does the Bible teach about the deity of Jesus Christ?

Support for the Deity of Christ

“It was because he was who he was that Jesus Christ

did what he did”
Reginald Fuller
I’d like to consider three internal supports for the Deity of Jesus. They are:

 A. The Self-Understanding of Jesus (who He believed He was)

 B. The Gospel Accounts Concerning Christ (A sampling of the testimony of others)

 C. The Christological Hymns- (which are ancient songs that teach about Jesus Christ). 

A. Jesus’ Self-understanding

It is accepted by scholars that the focus of Jesus’ ministry was the proclamation of the Kingdom of God. To Jesus, this was not some kind of abstract idea, but rather the proclamation of an event, an event “that is already happening precisely and concretely in Jesus himself, through His words and works.”
 It was a reordering of the world, something that was prophesied from long ago, and that in His coming was being partially realized. It is something that will be completed at His second coming, when as Rev 11:15 states “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever”.

His coming in the flesh (incarnate) was a declaration to all principalities and powers

that God has come, to redeem, to buy back all that was lost in the Garden of Eden, when mankind fell and was separated from God.

Every word and every work of Jesus was intentionally chosen in order to proclaim this truth

John in his Gospel most perfectly bears this out as he structures his Gospel around 7 “signs” that Jesus performed during His ministry (although there were considerably more) in order to reveal this. John 20:30-31 states as much;

“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name”.

Jesus understood who He was: God, made man. He did not suddenly figure out He was God, through a process of self-actualization. He wasn’t just a really good man, who was then adopted as God or became God (Mormon theology). He did not come merely as a good teacher in order to enlighten people. All of these concepts are reflected in current thinking about Christ, but Jesus understood who He was. It is reflected in His words and actions, which were never random but intentional; chosen to reveal His identity to others.

Further, Jesus understood his place in history as revealed through His words in Matt 13:16 “blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it”

Jesus also accepted the title of Messiah 

Mk 8:27-31 “On the way he (Jesus) asked them “Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.” 

Mk 14:61-64). “…Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Chrisr, the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am”, said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?…”
The historical understanding of this term reveals that it is equated with God.

Demons testified to who Jesus was 

Lk 4:41 “…demons came out of people, shouting “You are the Son of God”.

Jesus accepted the worship of others, which would amount to sacrilege if He were not God.

Jn 9:35-38 “”Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

Jesus stated that He forgave sins. 

Jesus understands that no one can forgive sins but God alone, and so by this action He is demonstrating that He is, in fact, God. 

Mk 2:5-12  “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his may and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praisewd God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Jesus asserts that He is the Christ causing the High Priest to tear his clothes. It was a response to assumed blasphemy
, as he understood this confession by Jesus to the equating Himself with God. 

Jesus refers to Himself as God’s Son
, a historical title pregnant with prophetic meaning; the equating with God Himself. 

Mk 12:1-12 “He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Then he sent another servant to them: they struck this man on the head and treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they killed. “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ “But the tenants said to one another, “This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. Haven’t you read this scripture: “The stone the builders rejected, has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable against him. But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left him and went away. 

Mk 13:32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

Matt 11:27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
Jn 14:9f “If you’ve seen me you have seen the Father” In saying this, Jesus unmistakably claims equality with God.

B. The Gospel Accounts 

Another internal source supporting the deity of Jesus Christ are the Gospel accounts. They are testimonials, of what Jesus said and did, usually from a first person perspective, referred to as eyewitnesses. We either believe these accounts or reject them, but we cannot easily justify the ‘picking and choosing’ of what we like or dislike. Collectively, they are an impressive and rich source of internal evidence supporting the divinity of Jesus. For study purposes, I have divided these Gospel accounts into several distinct, yet complementary categories.

1. The ‘Infancy’ Narratives 

 Based on the first person testimony, they support the deity of Jesus Christ.

(Mt 1:18-2:23; Lk 1:26-2:40), including:

a. Angelic visitation of Joseph-pronouncing the son to be born to Mary, saying,

Mt 1:20-21 “…do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceieved in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins

b. Worship of the Magi 

Matt 2:9-11 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.”

c. Prophetic fulfillment-of Jesus’ escape to Egypt 

Matt 2:13-18 “When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

 This detail was viewed as the fulfillment of Hosea 11:1, which reads:

 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son”.

d.  Gabriel’s Pronouncement to Mary 

Lk 1:30-33 “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

This was viewed as a fulfillment to Isa 7:14, which reads:

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
and Isa 9:7, which reads:

“…of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”
e. Zechariah’s Song. Understanding his son John’s role in the life of the Messiah, he proclaims

Lk 1:76 “And you my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go on before the Lord to prepare a way for Him…”

f. Angelic Announcement to Shepherds 

Lk 2: 8-11  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. And angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone all around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger” 

The subsequent successful search for the one the angel spoke of, was fulfilled in 2:16, which reads “So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger”.

g. Simeon’s song
Luke 2:25 “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was a righteous man and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents in the child Jesus  to do for him what the custom of the law required, Simeon took him (Jesus) in his arms and praised God, saying,: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel”.

2. The Baptism 

Mt 3:16-17 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” “

Mk 1:9-11 “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.””

Lk 3:21-22 “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.””

Here we have the testimony that after Jesus emerged from the water following his baptism, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus (in bodily form) “like a dove”, and that there was a “voice” from heaven. Very rarely in the Bible is the audible voice of God recorded, and this is also one of few clear Trinitarian references. The ‘voice’ proclaimed “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased”.

Not only does this represent the testimony of John the Baptist, who was Jesus’ cousin, but God Himself; it is the Father’s testimony. The Gospel of John records that John the Baptist’s would not have recognized that Jesus was the Son of God; there was no prior inkling of this (Jn 1:31-34). However, the Holy Spirit had already spoken to John before the event saying “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he, who will baptize with the Holy Spirit”, which allowed him to identify Jesus as whom God had spoken of.

This leads John to conclude, since the ‘sign’ was revealed in Jesus, that He was “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn 1:29)

3. The Miracle Stories and Temptation

Esp in John’s Gospel-as He structures them as proof of Jesus’ deity.

a. Changing Water into Wine 

Jn 2:1-11 “ On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”
resulted in the disciples placing their faith in Him)

b. Healing of Official’s Son (Jn 4:14-54) 

c. The Healing at the Pool (Jn 5:1-15). A man who was an invalid for 38 years.

d. Feeding of the 5,000 (Jn 6:1-15) The multiplication of loaves and fishes.

e. Walking on Water 

Jn 6:16-21 “ When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.”Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.”
f. Healing of the Man born Blind (Jn 9:1-41)

g. The Resurrection of Lazarus (Jn 11:38-44)

4. The Temptation of Jesus 

(Mt 4:1-11; Mk 1:12-13; Lk 4:1-13)

The challenge from the devil is “if you are the Son of God…”, but there would be no reason to tempt Jesus if in fact, He was not. The temptation assumes the truth of this.

5. Peter’s Confession at Caesarea Philippi 

(Mt 16:13-17; Mk 8:27-30; Lk 9:18-20)

In response to Peter’s confession that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God”, Jesus asserts that Peter is correct, and that this was not “revealed to him” by man, “but by my Father in heaven”. It is an implicit recognition of Jesus’ deity.

6. The Transfiguration 

(Mt 17:1-13; Mk 9:2-13)

According to testimony from Peter, James and John (the only disciples who were present), they report that the audible voice of God was heard identifying Jesus as His Son. (Mt 17:5)

7. The Passion Narratives 

(focusing on Mt 26:63 where the high priest asks Jesus “I charge you under oath by the living God: tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Yes, it is as you say, Jesus replied.” This is the closest overt admission of Jesus that He is in fact God. 

8. Accounts of the Resurrection: 
Jesus appeared and spoke with the two Mary’s.

Mt 28:9 “ Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.”  They even clasped His feet!

The Disciples met Jesus on the mountain: 

Mt 28:16-18  “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

Jesus appeared first appeared to Mary (of seven demons) 

Mk 16:9 “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.”

Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples. 

Mk 16:14 “Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen.”

Jesus appeared to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

Lk 24:13, 15 “Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them.” Jesus talked, walked, expounded on the Scriptures, and broke bread with them.

Jesus appeared to the disciples as a group. 

Lk 24:36f While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  

Jesus appeared to Thomas. 

Jn 20:24f-27 “While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

Jesus appeared to His disciples on the sea of Tiberius (Jn 21:1f), the third post-resurrection appearance to the disciples.

21:14 “This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.”
The Apostle Paul offers a skeletal summary or post-resurrection appearances in I Cor 15:3-8 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”
D.  Christological Hymns 

(representing the Christological Beliefs of the NT Church-‘Dogma’)

Preamble: Every generation is strongly influenced by its music. Understanding that the Palestinian culture that Jesus was born into emerged from an Oral culture, music had a strong influence. Not only was music a form of entertainment, it was also didactic, and it is clear that Christianity employed music in this way, committing to memory the truth about Jesus Christ.

Some have mused that no generation of believers will be stronger than its worship songs, which reflect their understanding of God. Faith is revealed in worship. So let’s compare the songs of two generations before we look into Early Church hymns.

The hymns of the early Church had a didactic focus-they taught the truth about Jesus Christ, in response to a need to clarify them in light of challenges in their day. 

Looking at the hymns and partial hymns of the early Church, what do they reveal to us about the Deity of Jesus Christ? 

Q: What are the challenges to the deity of Christ in this present age, and what is this present generation’s response?

Prophetic sense: pray for worship leaders (esp song writers) for a release of new worship songs declaring the truth about Jesus Christ. 

1. Phil 2:6-11 

6     Who, being in very nature﻿a﻿ God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7     but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature﻿b﻿ of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

8     And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death— 

even death on a cross! 

9     Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10     that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11     and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
2. Col 1:15-20

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

3. I Tim 3:16

Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: 

He﻿ appeared in a body,﻿d﻿

was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 

was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 

was taken up in glory. 

4. I Pet 3:18-22

5. Heb 1:1-4

6. John 1:1-14

II. The Authority of Jesus

A. The Basis of His Authority

Jesus’ authority is established by His being God, and demonstrated through His words and works during His earthly ministry, but also by His humanity, in that His sinless life allows Him to atone for sinful man.

His authority was clearly challenged by people in His day –ie Lk 20:1-8
Jesus states that it was delegated to Him in Matt 28:18 “..all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me…”

When compared to the religious leaders of His day, Jesus’ authority was recognized by others as having a qualitative difference...”he taught as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the Law.” Matt 7:29
Jesus has authority to forgive sins…the sole domain of God Himself. (Mk 2:7)
“But so that you know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…then he said to the paralytic, get up, take your mat and go home.” Matt 9:6
Jesus’ authority is self-determining. No one could do anything outside of what was willed for Him, according to John 10:18

“ No  one takes it (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

B. The Extent of His Authority (This is a sampling of references. A more complete overview can be found in my paper Healing and Deliverance in the Gospel/Acts)

1. Authority over Demons. This was the gauntlet that Jesus threw down early in his ministry, to declare war on the principalities that ruled the earth.

a. Mk 1:21-27 In the Synagogue in Capernaum

b. Mk 5:1-20 The Gadarene Demoniac(s) (Matt 8:28f reports two men)

2. Authority over Disease and Sickness

a. Skin diseases –Mk 1:40-42 Man with leprosy

10 men healed of leprosy Lk 17:11-14

b. Paralysis-Mk 2:1-12 Man lowered down by four friends

Man at the pool of Siloam Jn 5:1-8 for thirty-eight years

c. Physical malformation –Mk 3:1-5 Man with shriveled hand.

d. Epilepsy –Matt 4:24 and Matt 17:14-18

e. Fevers –Matt 8:14-15 Peter’s Mother-in-law

f. Blood Disorder –Matt 9:20-22 Women with 1twelve year blood disorder

g. Blindness –Matt 9:27-30 2 blind men at Jericho (Bartimaeus was one)

The man born blind – Jn 9:1-7 

h. Mutism –Matt 9:32-33 (condition due to demonic possession)

i. A Severed Body Part – Lk 22:50-51 Temple guardsman’s ear

j. Skeletal conditions –Lk 13:10-13 Woman crippled for eighteen years

k. Non-Defined Illnesses/Disorders –Matt 4:23; 19:2; Mk 1:32-34; 6:12-13

l. Severe Pain – Matt 4:24

m. Deafness – Mk 7:31-36; 9:14-29; Matt 17:14-20; Lk 9:37-43

3. Authority over nature

a. Changing water into wine (Jn 2:1-10) Jesus’ first miraculous sign

b. Calming the storm (Mk 4:35-41)

c. Walking on the Water (Jn 6:16-21; Matt 14:22-30)

d. Multiplication of loaves and fishes (Jn 6:1-13; Matt 15:29-39)

e. Withering of the fig tree (Matt 21:18-19)

4. Authority over death

a. The resurrection of Lazarus (Jn 11:38-44)

b. Dead girl –(Matt 9:18-26)

c. Widow of Nain’s son raised (Lk 7:11-15)

Summary

Jesus healed via a variety of means and methods, making it impossible to reduce the ministry of healing down to a mere formula. He chose His response to the need for healing to fit the situation at hand, carefully personalizing His words and actions. He healed with a word command, and through touch. Jesus healed through the carrying out of prophetic action (the application of a substance and later its removal), and by demanding a demonstration of faith in Him. At times Jesus healed at a distance, and also passively, as healing virtue flowed out of Him, when women with issue of blood touched Him. There is no formula, but there is a common theme; by His actions, Jesus proves that He is God the Son.

III. Implications of Jesus’ Deity and Authority

Break out: Discuss the implications and application of what we’ve looked at.

1. We can know God as a result of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. God the Father is like the Son (Jn 14:9). As the author of Hebrews says, in the past God spoke “through the prophets” but now He has spoken to us through His Son, who is “the exact representation of His being”. We can know the nature of the Father by observing His Son.

2. True forgiveness of sins is available for every living person. Jesus’ death is acceptable to the Father as sufficient atonement for our sins. If we place our trust in Christ, the Lamb of God’s sinless life and sacrificial death on our behalf, stands in the stead on our sinful life. In Christ, the price has paid in full.

3. God and mankind have been reconnected. God Himself, not some intermediary, reached across an irreconcilable distance due to sin, in order to re-establish relationship.

4. Because Jesus is God, He is worthy of our worship. It is an entirely appropriate response to this revelation. His co-equal of all the worship we would render to the Father and the Spirit.

5. A day of revelation is coming. When every person that has ever lived, will “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”, whether they have done so in their earthly lives, or not.   

6. That as God, Jesus is immutable (unchanging). As Jesus has demonstrated in His ministry on earth through His words and actions, He will be consistent now. If He was willing to heal and set free the captives before, He still is today.

7. That the authority that Jesus has delegated to us is effective. We have been granted real power and authority to accomplish the tasks that we have been assigned.
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